\0 The Zion Flame November 2025

o

o lie Zion Lutheran Church

Mailing address: P.O. Box 434 Custer, WA 98240
7215 Valley View Rd. Ferndale, WA

Email: office@zionlutheranwhatcom.org
www.zionlutheranwhatcom.org

Dear ones, Pastor Becky Langholz

After months of “regular” Sundays, November is full of special days. Of course, we
might first think of the secular holiday of Thanksgiving at the end of this month here
in the United States. As people of faith, our first impulse is always one of gratitude,
and so, every day is Thanksgiving Day! Wake up in the morning and breathe deep-
ly. Give thanks for another day of life. Go out to move and work and be of service to
others. Give thanks for opportunities to glorify God in all we do. Sit and enjoy the
food that nourishes our bodies and spirits. Give thanks for all that God provides to
sustain life. Spend time in fellowship with other loved ones. Give thanks for precious
companions on life’s journey. Even amid troubles, struggles and injustice, we give
thanks for hope for a better future. Rooted in this hope, we can give thanks to God
for opportunities to grow, to learn new ways of seeing the world and to experience
the Holy Spirit’s power to inspire creative solutions.

There are also church festivals this month that invite us to give thanks. The first
Sunday in November, the 2nd, is All Saints Sunday, a special day to remember all
the saints in the faith who have gone before us and who can guide and inspire us in
our faithful living today. This is also when we hold our “Fall Festival” at Zion and
give thanks to God for 122 years of ministry. November 23rd is “Christ the

King” (also known as “Reign of Christ”) Sunday. This is a relatively new festival, in-
stituted in the wake of WWI to remind the faithful that it is not the world’s violent
powers but Jesus who reigns over all of creation. Ultimately, his love and mercy will
be all in all. This festival is a confession of deep hope to close another church litur-
gical year. Finally, on Sunday, November 30th, the season of Advent begins, and
we prepare to give thanks for the greatest gift of all: God’s perfect gift of Jesus for
us and for all of creation.

Dear beloveds of God, during this month of thanksgiving and every month, let us
proclaim with the psalmist, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His steadfast
love endures forever!” (Psalm 136:1). By grace, God loves us and provides for us all
that we need. In response, may our hearts be filled with gratitude!

Blessings and peace,

Pr. Langholz
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Zion Lutheran Church Mission Statement

Since 1903 The beloved, forgiven people of God. Called to spread the Good News so as to build up the body of Christ.
Gifted to share the healing love of Jesus Christ with our hurting world. Empowered by the Spirit to be a caring country
congregation for ministry to one another and the larger community.

Zion’s Relational Covenant

In our life together, we will...

Give thanks to God for the gift of our church and each other. Honor and respect our diverse opinions, perspectives and
work-styles. Take responsibility for our own feelings and deal with issues directly. Ask clarifying questions and avoid
making assumptions. Speak up honestly in the proper time and place. Make decisions in a transparent manner. Support

decisions made by the group. Pray for unity in our congregation.

Our prayers as a congregation
continue for...

e Healing for all in need, especially Bethany (friend
of Robin Ogmundson), Donna (friend of Joyce
Dippold), Joyce (sister of Donna Pollman), Mol-
ly, Noah and Cole (grandchildren of John Vele-
ber), Lori (friend of Dawn-Marie Hanrahan),
Gary (relative of Judy Sullivan), Nancy
(Erickson), Margie (Andres) and Rowan (oldest
daughter of Aimee Day).

o Strength to all battling cancer, especially Al Dal-
rymple, Rachel (friend of Phyllis Melstrand), Da-
vid and Bruce (friends of Dawn-Marie and Ken),
Nick and Mary (friends of Sue Flaherty) and Lau-
ren (friend of Judy Sullivan).

o Prosperity, fruit-bearing and vision for these
ministries: Lutino Adunu in Gulu, Uganda, Hogar
Irekani in Michoacan, México, Open Hands,
Blaine CAP, Skookum Kids, Lighthouse Mission
and our partner ELCA congregations and minis-
tries in Whatcom County.

2026 Pledges
Pledge cards and
letters for 2026 are
available. Please
plan to return
these at worship on
_ November 2nd or

by mailing them to
the church. God has blessed us so richly.
We pray for wisdom to be good stewards
of all these gifts.

Pastor Away Pastor Becky will be away from
worship on Sunday, November 16th. Rev. Wendell
Hendershott will preach and preside. She’ll be
back in the office on Monday, November 17th. She
will also be away in San Jose, CA for Thanksgiving
(Weds. November 26th-Saturday November 29th)

but back for worship on Sunday, November 30th.

Save the date for our Annual
. Congregational Meeting:

| Sunday, January 25, 2026.
Each year, we meet as a
congregation to elect new
Church Council members,
approve a budget for the coming year and
tend to other special projects and business
items. The Annual Report for 2025 and
meeting details will be available on Sunday,
January 12 for review before the meeting. All
Zion members, please plan to attend and
participate.
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Worship
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Zion's Singers

End of the Church Year

There are five Sundays in November
and the first four bring the church
liturgical year to a close. November
2nd is All Saints Sunday, a special day
when we give thanks for the saints in
the faith who have gone before us
and who are now eternally at peace
in the arms of God. November 23rd is
“Christ the King” Sunday, and we cel-

We are meeting on Sundays at
9am before worship to learn some
special music for upcoming weeks.

All are welcome to make a joyful
noise to God! Speak to Rosemary
Meyers for more details.
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ebrate the ultimate sovereignty and YouTube Channel

power of our merciful, loving Lord Did you know that you can see
Jesus. Finally, on Sunday, November what's happening at Zion online, any-
30th the season of Advent and a new time and anywhere? Resources for
church Year begms. May qu .I'lChly worship and reflection are available
bless this month of thanksgiving and on our church YouTube channel.

worship.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9QOvkZLJZquA-v9gvcRl7g?view_as=subscriber
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Stewardship

What is the Council
working on? Here are
some projects that have
been on the Council
agenda lately:

Overseeing the purchase and installation of a
new Rodgers Organ. We praise God that this
project has been successful!

Tending to on-going church maintenance pro-
jects. Thanks be to God for our hard-working
Property Committee.

Landscaping the front of the church. The
Council is working on a plan for this project
to be executed in the Spring. If you have ideas
and can help, please contact President Nor-
man.

Planning for 2026: Budget, new Council Mem-
bers and yearly goals and projects.

Online Giving

Did you know you can give to
our church online?

You can even set up automatic
withdrawals or give to specific
special funds. Check out our
church website:

www.zionlutheranwhatcom.org
and the “Give” tab for more in-
formation.

Church Cleaning
We will meet to clean on Saturday,
November |st at 9am.
Thank you for your
. helping hands.

Financial info (through September 2025)
General Fund Balance: 527,768.23

Special Funds (designated): $43,623.07
Thrivent Reserve Fund: $72,480.37
Income YTD 2025: $98,320.58
Expenses YTD 2025: $90,444.77

Net 2025: $1,875.81

Zion’s Church Council meets on Thursday,
November |3th at 4:30pm. If you have items
for the meeting, please get them to Pr.
Becky or President Norman Meyers by
November 6th. There will be no Council
meeting in December.

Office Hours. Pr. Becky is in the church office on Mondays and Thursdays from 9-12pm. She al-
so works from home and can be reached on her cell phone: (360) 393-6630 or via email at

pastor@zionlutheranwhatcom.org. Fridays are her day off; only emergency or prayer chain calls/
texts on Fridays, please.



http://www.zionlutheranwhatcom.org
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Outreach and Missions

It is Christmas in November! We are happy to contribute to local toy
drive efforts once again.This year, we will
be donating toys to the Ferndale Holiday
Giving Store and Blaine Community Assis-
tance Program (CAP). Both these efforts

TOY DRIVE do a great job of getting presents to fami-
lies in need in the north part of Whatcom
County. Starting, Sunday November 9™, take a tag off the Christmas tree
downstairs and return the new, unwrapped gift (or gift card) by Sunday,
November 30th.Thanks to Judy Sullivan for heading up this effort once

again.
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The Evangelism Committee will meet
on November 10th at 2pm. Speak to
Rosemary Meyers for more details.
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Zion’s On-Going Collections

« Non-perishable food items
« Household items and toiletries

First Sunday for the Food Bank. We are encouraging everyone to

regularly remember our neighbors in need by contributing food and hygiene items to the basket in
the narthex. We partner with local non-profits to get these items out to our
community.

\ Aluminum Cans. Zion will also collect your aluminum cans for recycling.
Proceeds have funded many church improvements over the years. Drop off
cans in the bin by the basement ramp door. Speak to Brenda Bannerman for
more details.
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Fellowship and Learning

The Men’s Y
Breakfast Men's Q-
and Bible  Broq) ast@>
Study

and Bible Study

will meet on

Saturday, November 8th at
8:30am. Speak to Ken
Quinn for more infor-
mation.
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Bible Study. Mon-
day Bible Study is
meeting weekly from
[2-1:30pm in the
main level meeting
room. All are
welcome. .
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“JFF” Lunch Out. “JFF” (“Just for Fun”) lunch out will take
place on the 3™ Tuesday of the month, November 18" at 12pm.
Location TBD.There will be a sign-up sheet on the back of the
sanctuary. Speak to Sue Flaherty for more details.
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¥ From the Bishop: November 2025

. Dear Beloveds,

. Across our country, people are struggling — financially, emotionally, spiritually. Division, violence,
and uncertainty are paramount. We are living in a time when the weight of the world feels heavi-
er than most of us can bear. Families are being torn apart, communities are threatened, and po-
litical leaders are trading compassion for power. Every day seems more chaotic and unmoored than the day before.
For many, fear has become a daily companion. We might cry, along with the psalmist in Psalm 13, “How long,

O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long must | bear pain in my
soul and have sorrow in my heart all day long? How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?”

[Pause here. For we must acknowledge the pain that is happening within us and around us. Pause. This might be a
long, long pause.] ... Now let us take a deep breath. Now let us move forward.

After we have named the deep wounds within us and across this nation; after we have confessed our grief, our
weariness, and our complicity in the broken systems that bind us; after we have allowed the truth to settle in, let us
remember that this is not the end of the story. As people of faith, we don’t stop at despair and fear. We don’t close
our eyes or turn inward or try to protect ourselves from more pain. No. Instead we open our eyes, turn outward, and
we rise to follow Jesus once more — into the very places and spaces where pain still lingers and where love is most
needed.

How do we do this? As people saved by grace through Jesus, how do look outward and love our neighbor? Here
are some ideas from a letter (https://www.lutheransnw.org/news/letter-from-elca-bishops) signed by many of the
bishops that was published in October 2025. These ideas include:

o Pray for those who are vulnerable and for all who work for justice.

o Advocate in your communities, legislatures, and Congress for laws that protect migrants, advance racial justice,
and safeguard LGBTQIA+ people.

e Engage in the holy work of hospitality, creating spaces of safety, affirmation, and belonging for all of God’s chil-
dren.

e Model respectful dialogue in a polarized world, seeking understanding rooted in love.
e Hold fast to hope, trusting that the Spirit is still at work renewing creation and reconciling the world to God.

As a guide to this holy work, | have always loved the story of Martin Luther who, when the plague was raging in Wit-
tenberg, chose to stay in order to care for the sick and comfort the dying. We might sometimes think of Luther as
curmudgeonly and argumentative. We might also think he was more concerned with being saved by grace through
faith than loving his neighbor. But Luther’s courage and pastoral care during the plague shows his heart and his re-
sponse to God’s amazing grace. For during the plague, as people were dying around him, he stayed and cared and
ministered. In 1527 he wrote, “We are bound to each other in such a way that no one may forsake the other in his
distress but is obliged to assist and help him as he himself would like to be helped.” (“Whether One May Flee from a
Deadly Plague”)

Above all things, let us not grow weary. Let us continue to hear the summons of Jesus. Let us continue to answer
the call to love our neighbor — especially the most vulnerable. And, may we be the ones who, in a weary world,
hope as the psalmist hopes at the end of Psalm 13: “But | trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in
your salvation. I will sing to the Lord because God has dealt bountifully with me.”

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
bishop@lutheransnw.org
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“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1

“Therefore, let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messi-
ah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Acts 2:36

“A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds.” Ralph Waldo Emerson, Self-Reliance

Faith. Belief. Confidence. Conviction. Certainty. Assurance. These are all words that we tend to
use almost synonymously for things we have strong, usually positive feelings about. Often we
think of these terms as the opposite of doubt or questioning. When | saw that the LiVE Project
was offering a class called Practicing Faith Beyond Certainty, | was intrigued. The overall purpose of the class is to
reimagine faith as courage, curiosity, and compassion. The first session (and, full disclosure, as | write this, we are
only three sessions in) was titled “When Certainty Gets in the Way.” | imagine for some people, especially those
raised in a more dogmatic form of Christianity, the idea that certainty can get in the way of faith might be shocking.
My spouse, for example, was raised in such a church and he continues to shake his head when he hears me talking
about questions we wrestle with in our Lutheran congregations. It is as if being uncertain equates with less faith. For
me, though, the notion that certainty can be a stumbling block to faith really resonates.

I've always been a questioner. | was the kid in Sunday School who asked the teacher how Adam could have named
the dinosaurs when they died out before people existed. One of the things that | appreciate about being Lutheran is
that we are always being made new and we support education and learning. When our understanding of the world
changes, we try to change with the new knowledge. Our policies and social statements evolve as we have new infor-
mation upon which to base them. | am comfortable changing my mind about something when there is new infor-
mation to show that | may have been wrong. As the American philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson suggests, to do
otherwise is to harbor a foolish consistency. That is why | am a bit skeptical of certainty. Being too certain about
something limits the imagination. A comedian that | follow on social media, Trae Crowder, does a bit where he
claims he is envious of “dumb” (his term, not mine) people because they are so confident in their beliefs. They are
super certain - no doubt about it. | would say that is the difference between incurious and curious people. Incurious
folks stop looking for more complex meaning. In this way certainty, for me, stops me from learning and growing and
becoming more faithful.

Session 3 of the LiVE class, “From Predictable Certainty to Open Curiosity” addressed this, as well. Being openly
curious in the church can sometimes also take courage. We want to believe that our leaders, who have trained and
studied and prepared for their roles, know the answers. It is easier to just believe what they tell us. When | was in
teacher training forty-ish years ago, it was not uncommon to be told | should never admit | was wrong or that | didn’t
know something. Students, | was told, want to believe their teachers are infallible experts. | expect some pastors and
deacons were told that, as well. And yet, | could never be that kind of teacher. | wanted my students to know that |
was human and fallible and that | was able to learn from my mistakes. | had no problem saying, “I don’t know,” but |
also followed that up with, “how can we find out?” Jesus didn’t expect his followers to be faithful beyond any doubt.
They asked questions. They made false assumptions. Peter even let his fear overcome his faith to the point of deny-
ing even knowing Jesus and yet he was the rock upon which our church was built. | know my faith journey is just
that, a journey. Sometimes | am on a clearly marked path. Sometimes | am bushwhacking through brambles. Some-
times | don’t even know what direction I'm going in. The thing about faith though, is that it is also the assurance of
things hoped for and not yet realized. I’'m going to keep on hoping and moving forward with curiosity, courage, and
compassion.

Here’s what | or the council have been up to in October:
o LiVE Project: Faith Beyond Certainty (I have followed asynchronously)

e Living Hope Lutheran Church Class: “What does it mean to be a Christian against Christian Nationalism?” | have
attended this series offered at my home congregation.

e Synod Executive Committee: We met on October 9. Among other agenda items, we approved a lease between
Luther’s Table and the Synod.

e Synod Policy Review Committee: We met on October 15th. Among other agenda items, we reviewed the Policy
for Negotiated Resignations.

o Equity Team: | have continued having one-with-one conversations with leaders throughout the synod.

Kay Edgerton | Vice President of the NW Washington Synod | veep@lutheransnw.org
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